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PLATTSBURGH -- Although it has been quiet for months, the controversial Bove project 
remains alive. 
 
"We're just waiting on the courts," developer Rick Bove said recently. 
 
Bove wants to construct a three-story housing project for income-eligible tenants at the 
corner of Court and Margaret streets where a city parking lot sits now. 
 
The parking lot was created after a major fire burned down a hotel on the spot in 1978. 
 
Bove's plan would also include 3,000-square-feet of retail space on the ground floor, 
plus parking spaces. 
 
He has been granted a 99-year lease under which the city would receive prescribed 
payments. 
 
The plan has stirred emotions the past two years, with several downtown merchants 
strongly in opposition. 
 
Merchants say that income-eligible housing is not a good fit for downtown. They worry 
about a lack of green space for families, the strain on parking, and the atmosphere of 
late-night downtown as a bad influence on children. 
 
They also are not thrilled that Bove, of Burlington, is an outsider, receiving valuable 
state tax credits for the project. 
 
The Plattsburgh City School Board also was against the project, fearing that an influx of 
students would burden the system without the accompanying revenue. 
 
After numerous public debates, the City of Plattsburgh Common Council granted 
approval to the Bove plan last November, but it wasn't without ire. 
 
Then-Mayor Jack Stewart broke a three-to-three council tie by voting in favor of Bove. 
 
The project has since received Planning Board approval and is ready to be launched. 
 
Merchants responded by filing a suit against the city, saying the procedure for granting 
Bove approval was flawed. 
 
The suit went before Clinton County Court Judge Kevin K. Ryan this past May and has 
been there since. 
 



Both sides await a ruling. 
 
Bove said he is anxious for a decision because he cannot apply for the tax credits until 
the legal dispute is resolved. 
 
"They want you ready to go before you apply, so we can't go forward with this hanging 
over it," Bove said. 
 
The next round of tax-credit disbursements is scheduled for next February. If Bove 
cannot apply for the tax credits then, the agreement with the city ends. 
 
"If we can't do it then, hopefully, we can go back and see if we can make something 
happen -- if not at that site, then another site -- because I love Plattsburgh," Bove said. 
 
"I think the need for this project is still there." 
 
While he may still believe in the project, the merchants who filed the suit obviously do 
not. 
 
"Low-income housing is not an economic development driver," said John Seiden, one of 
the backers of the suit. 
 
"It's a false need, and anytime you create a false need, you will chase it for a lifetime." 
 
Seiden has a bit of experience in downtown development. He has undertaken 17 
projects in his career, most notably the transformation of City Hall Place in the early 
1990s. 
 
City Hall Place was commonly referred to as "Skid Row," but it now is an attractive 
street lined with restaurants and retail businesses. 
 
Seiden questions the willingness to let Bove go forward with his housing project. 
 
"We've had other projects in this town based on false needs, and we don't need another 
one," he said. 
 
Seiden was critical of the Gateway Project in the Durkee Street parking lot, which sits 
largely empty; the new Plattsburgh International Airport, which lacks a major air carrier 
providing daily service; and the proposed waterfront hotel that has yet to emerge. 
 
"We've got empty buildings downtown, an airport with no planes and a beautiful 
waterfront parking lot with no hotel," he said. 
 
"And now we're going to do this (Bove project). If that's what Plattsburgh wants, then 
that's why downtown is not thriving." 
 



Bove said he hopes the court case is settled soon one way or another. 
 
"It's been an exercise in patience," he said. 
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