ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

APRIL 6, 2020 SPECIAL MEETING OF ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
REMOTE ZOOM MEETING 

MINUTES



Present:	Chairman Ron Nolland, Kathleen Insley, Scott DeMane, Kellie Porter, Meghan Weeden (alt), Elizabeth Jent (alt)  
Joseph McMahon, Building Inspector
Kyle Burdo, Housing Code Inspector
Dean Schneller, Legal
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ethan Vinson, Community Development
						
Absent:			Steven Sullivan

					

Mr. Nolland called the meeting to order at 7:06 PM. 

Chairman Ron Nolland introduces tonight’s April 6, 2020 remote Zoom meeting as a special meeting to replace the March 16, 2020 Zoning Board of Appeals meeting that was postponed because of concerns for public safety due to the COVID-19 Pandemic.  This meeting is being held in accordance with Governor Cuomo’s executive order 202.1.


APPEAL	APPLICANT					REQUEST

2234 		STEWART’S SHOPS CORP			SPECIAL USE PERMIT TO ADD A 149 SQ.FT.
		4994 SOUTH CATHERINE STREET		EXTERIOR FREEZER, 688 SQ.FT. REAR
								BUILDING ADDITION, NEW SIDEWALK,
								128 SQ.FT. SHED, RESTRIPE PARKING

2198		VILAS HOME, LLC				CLASS B AREA VARIANCE FOR ADDITION
		61 BEEKMAN STREET			TO EXISTING VILAS HOME

2199		VILAS HOME, LLC				SPECIAL USE PERMIT FOR ADDITION
		61 BEEKMAN STREET			TO EXISTING VILAS HOME

2235		BETH ANN O’NEIL				CLASS B AREA VARIANCE TO REPLACE
261 SOUTH PERU STREET			CEDAR SHRUBS WITH 6 FOOT VINYL FENCING



2232		CITY OF PLATTSBURGH			SPECIAL USE PERMIT TO AMEND THE 
		22 DURKEE STREET				BOUNDARIES OF AN EXISTING 
								PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT AND 
								A SPECIAL USE PERMIT FOR USE
								OF APARTMENTS ON THE FIRST 
								FLOOR OF A MULTI-STORY 
								BUILDING WITHIN A PLANNED UNIT
								DEVELOPMENT 

2236		CITY OF PLATTSBURGH			CLASS B AREA VARIANCE FOR A 
		52 US OVAL					2-LOT MINOR SUBDIVSION
	

Chairman Ron Nolland states that the original intent of this meeting was to hear from applicants and read written public comments.  It has since come to light  that changes may be made in the way public comments for all projects can be heard and received based on various interpretations of public law and statements by the governor’s office and good practices.  These procedures are not in place tonight.  The hope is to change procedures before regular the regularly scheduled April 20, 2020 zoning board of appeals meeting to allow public comment before and during the meeting remotely, to as closely as possible, mimic an in-person meeting.  

Board discussion on tabling agenda items for two weeks and to keep public comment open up until the time of the next meeting, April 20, 2020.


MOTION:
By:  S. DeMane, seconded by: K. Insley


THE FOLLOWING ACTION ITEMS THAT ARE IN FRONT OF THE BOARD:

2234 		STEWART’S SHOPS CORP			SPECIAL USE PERMIT TO ADD A 149 SQ.FT.
		4994 SOUTH CATHERINE STREET		EXTERIOR FREEZER, 688 SQ.FT. REAR
								BUILDING ADDITION, NEW SIDEWALK,
								128 SQ.FT. SHED, RESTRIPE PARKING

2198		VILAS HOME, LLC				CLASS B AREA VARIANCE FOR ADDITION
		61 BEEKMAN STREET				TO EXISTING VILAS HOME

2199		VILAS HOME, LLC				SPECIAL USE PERMIT FOR ADDITION
		61 BEEKMAN STREET				TO EXISTING VILAS HOME

2235		BETH ANN O’NEIL				CLASS B AREA VARIANCE TO REPLACE
261 SOUTH PERU STREET			CEDAR SHRUBS WITH 6 FOOT VINYL 
FENCING

2232		CITY OF PLATTSBURGH			SPECIAL USE PERMIT TO AMEND THE 
		22 DURKEE STREET				BOUNDARIES OF AN EXISTING 
								PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT AND 
								A SPECIAL USE PERMIT FOR USE
								OF APARTMENTS ON THE FIRST 
								FLOOR OF A MULTI-STORY 
								BUILDING WITHIN A PLANNED UNIT
								DEVELOPMENT 


2236		CITY OF PLATTSBURGH			CLASS B AREA VARIANCE FOR A 
		52 US OVAL					2-LOT MINOR SUBDIVSION

BE TABLED AT LEAST UNTIL THE NEXT MEETING, AND THAT THE PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD BE OPEN UNTIL THE NEXT MEETING.

ALL IN FAVOR:	5

OPPOSED:	0

MOTION PASSED
(E. Jent (alt) abstained)



Next order of business:  Board discussion of remote meeting procedures for public hearing and public record.

Board discussion of possible remote procedures including:
· Remote meeting to mimic as close as possible an in-person meeting.
· Public comment during meeting.
· Written public comment up to time of meeting to include prepared written statements, diagrams, recorded phone messages.
· Written comments received to Building Inspector’s Office be sent to board members.
· Community Development considering phone line voicemail.
· Public comment during meeting, being able to sign up and speak.
· Having a test run of new procedure with public and applicants.
· How many attendees would be allowable to attend the remote meeting.
· Allowable time limit for comments.
· YouTube live chat communication availability.

Chairman Ron Nolland proposes Vice Chair Kathleen Insley and  Chairman Ron Nolland act as representatives of the zoning board to work with the City in discussions of procedure and to update entire board for their comments and input.

 
Motion to Adjourn:

By:  S. DeMane, seconded by K. Insley


Adjourned at 7:47 PM


 
For the purpose of this meeting, this meeting was audio and video recorded.  This is a true and accurate copy and transcription of the discussion and for a more detailed discussion, see the recording.



Lisa Beebie
Secretary
Zoning Board of Appeals
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